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Tibet-Mongol Priest-Patron (mchod
yon) Relationship as the basis of the
unparalleled historical and Cultural
tie between the Mongolia and Tibet.

Prof. Jampa Samten, CIHTS, India,

The organizer of the “second Mongolia-Tibet Cultural
and Religious Symposium” marking the 110th
anniversary of Tibet-Mongol Treaty of 1913, called me
for a talk on “Tibet-Mongolia historical and Cultural
relationship and its significance”. Thus, I chose to
share some of my thoughts about the basic principles
of Tibet-Mongol Priest-Patron (mchod yon) Relationship
on which the long standing unparalleled historical and

Cultural tie between the two Nations holds on.

Tibet has Priest-Patron (mchod yon) Relationship with
the kingdom of Tangut (Hsi-Hsia in Chinese and Mi-
nyag in Tibetan), with Mongol and with Manchu Qing
dynasty of China respectively. Tibet-Mongol Priest-
Patron (mchod yon) Relationship can be broadly

categorized into the three phases.

First phase: period from the demise of Mongol
emperor Chinggis Khan in 1227 to the enthronement
of Mongol emperor Khublai Khan as the first Emperor
Yuan dynasty of China in 1271.

In this phase, the relationship was between Mongol
Emperors and Princes particularly of Chinggis Khan's
son Tolui’'s family namely Mongke khan, Arigh Boke,
Hulegu, Khubilai Khan Khan and Kodan khan, the
second son Emperor Ogodei with the Tibetan monks

from Kagyud and Sakya school of Tibetan Buddhism.

Second phase: Relationship was between the Mongol

Yuan Emperors of China and the Tibetan monks

from the Sakya school of Tibetan Buddhism from
1271 to 1368. This is basically the continuation of the
first phase with only difference that the status of
the Mongolian counterpart has changed. In the first
phase, it was Mongol Emperors and Princes, but in the

second phase it was Mongol Yuan Emperors of China.

Third phase: Relationship between various Mongol
Kings of Northern Yuan dynasty such as Altan Khan
and Oirat Mongol Kings with the Tibetan monks from
Gelug school of Tibetan Buddhism from 1578 to 1725.

In this paper, I will attempt to explain how the Tibet-
Mongol Priest-Patron Relationship proved to be the
basis of the unparalleled historical and Cultural tie
between the Tibet and Mongolia. The historical and
cultural tie between the Mongolia and Tibet cannot
be discussed apart, without mentioning Priest-Patron
Relationship. Throughout the mchod yon period, the
Mongolians dominated and influenced the politic
of Tibet, yet they embraced Tibetan Buddhism
and absorbed Tibetan culture, provided protection
and special privileges to the monks and monastic
Institutions and facilitated the dissemination of Tibetan
Buddhism and Buddhist culture all over the land of
Mongols. In early 18th century, the Manchu Qing
dynasty of China sensed the growing Tibet-Mongol
mchod yon alliance in Tibet as a possible threat to
the nation of China and subsequently forced the
Mongols to withdraw its Patronage over Tibet in 1725.
Yet the cultural tie between the Mongol and Tibet
continued. In the early 20th century, when both the
nation of Mongol and Tibet were undergoing identical
international political dilemma, the international
Community did not respond positively to their request
for the recognition of their independent status. The
Tibet-Mongol Treaty of 1913 was thus signed to
mutually recognize the Independent Status of the

nation of Mongol and Tibet.
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The notion of modernization and sovereignty in the late Qing and the influence to Tibet and
Mongolia
15/07/2023  Satoshi HIRANO (University of Tokyo)

In Tibet/Mongolia and in the 18 provinces of Handi/Chinese Area, their own languages and cultures
have developed to a high degree since ancient times, but Chinese culture centered on Chinese
characters and Confucianism does not connect these three areas. In pre-modern times, a common
share of Tibetan Buddhism was its wariness of the Tibetan-Mongolian and Manchurian emperors.
Tibetan Buddhism has also attracted many Han-Chinese followers.

The transformation of Qing ; A New Rise of Confucianism

However, from the latter half of the 19th century, under the complicated international relations of the
Qing dynasty, the entire area under the influence of the Qing dynasty gradually moved to a modern
sovereign state, "China," under the leadership of Beijing and the Han-Chinese Elites.

Currently, the extreme “Sinicization” policy by the Xi Jinping’s administration is attracting wide
attention, but this is not something that started with the Xi Jinping administration or the Communist
Party of China.

In the first place, from the perspective of Chinese civilization, Tibet and Mongolia were regarded as
“foreign” or “foreign domains” something like other tributary countries. Chinese Confucian scholars
and bureaucrats did not originally regarded Tibet and Mongolia as "China." Or some part of
Chineseness.

However, the decline of the Qing dynasty after the end of the 18th century and the beginning of the
19th century was a turning point. As the peasant rebellion continued and the governance of the Qing
dynasty declined, the Han-Chinese elites, who had been oppressed by the Manchus, got their freedom
of thought and speech. They saw that the Inner Asia where Qianlong Emperor had expanded the
influence, as a basis for the future reconstruction of ‘Chinese society', and thought that they send poor
people to Inner Asia especially Xinjiang. Already in the middle of the 19th century, the image of
Mongolia, Tibet, and Xinjiang was established as "Zhong-Wai Yi-ti (China and “outside" are
integrated under the Qing’s governance)” and believed as inseparable and sacred area.

The imagined “ Chinese Sovereignty” under the changes in international relations over the Himalayas
In this atmosphere, the Qing Dynasty signed the Treaty of Beijing in 1860 after its defeat in the War
of the Arrow, and started modern diplomacy with Britain and other Western countries. This was
forced upon the Qing Dynasty, but when trade in Shanghai and other places got on track and the tariff
revenues made it possible to suppress the Taiping Tianguo Kingdom (K- X [E]) and promote foreign
affairs, Beijing's view of Britain changed significantly, and in1876, Beijing decided to issue permits
to British citizens wishing to travel through Tibet.

However, from Tibet's point of view at that time, Britain was "enemy of Buddhism" because they
oppressed Bhutan and other Buddhists living south of the Himalayas. Differences between Beijing
and Lhasa over British passage through Tibet meant that, to Britain and other countries, Beijing's
sovereignty did not appear to extend to Tibet.

Diplomat Zeng Jize (5 #CIN) was the first person to realize this possibility. In 1885, he argued that
if Beijing called Tibet and Mongolia "outside" and could not exercise sufficient influence, the great
powers would consider Tibet and Mongolia as independent states in the same way as tributary states,
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and then colonize them. He urged China to quickly clarify Beijing's sovereignty over Mongolia and
Tibet'.

Thus, in the 1880s, at least at the level of Beijing's ruling elite, there was a gradual recognition that
the scope of sovereignty exercised by the Qing Dynasty China included Tibet, Mongolia, and
Xinjiang. However, in the latter half of the 1880s, confrontations continued due to Beijing's lack of
influence in Tibet, such as the conflict in Sikkim. Moreover, Tibet became closer to Russia, British
India considered that Beijing's sovereignty no longer extends to Tibet?. The result was none other
than Younghusband's expedition to Lhasa in 1903-04.

The violence under the “sovereignty”

In parallel with the crisis between Britain, Tibet, and Beijing, in the eastern part of Tibet's Kham
(Xikang PYHi= Sichuan Ganzi zhou PUJII&H fXJN), There was conflict between Qing’s bureaucrat
and Lhasa government because Qing’s bureaucrat aimed abolishing the rule of local ruling families
and Lhasa government then turned these places into a prefecture under centralized power.

In the mid-19th century, Kham experienced regional turmoil, but the Qing Dynasty, which was
suffering from the turmoil of Taiping Tianguo Kingdom, was unable to cope sufficiently, and under
the support of the Lhasa government the turmoil was calmed down. Therefore, the Qing dynasty gave
the land of Gyalong (HEXY) to the Dalai Lama’s government instead of the expenses for sending
troops.

However, there were conflicts between the bureaucrats from Lhasa and the surrounding people, and
there were also sporadic clashes with foreign missionaries. At the end of the 19th century, Lu
Chuanlin (FE{5%%), a Chinese bureaucrat who became the Governor-General of Sichuan, believed
that if power was dispersed in the Kham region between the local ruling families (Tusi 1= 7]) and the
Dalai Lama’s government and the confusion continued, it would have a major impact on international
relations and the Qing's "sovereignty". In 1896, he announced the policy of turning into prefecture
in the Kham region?. At this point, however, there was strong opposition from the Dalai Lama’s
government, and Beijing also decided that it was not desirable to further worsen relations between

Beijing and Lhasa, and rejected Lu Chuanlin's proposal.

However, with Younghusband's expedition as an opportunity, Beijing felt a strong sense of crisis
about the lack of "sovereignty" of the Qing in Tibet. Lu Chuanlin became the Minister of Grand
Council (BB KE) and promoted the New Policy, aiming to make the Qing dynasty a nation-state
and a rich country with a strong military.

If we were to define the New Policy of late Qing Dynasty in relation to Tibet and Mongolia,

It was a movement to unify and transform into a modern state called 'China’, and to remake all the
people living in it into 'Chinese'. However, until this time, even the people of the "18 Provinces of
Chinese Area" did not have the awareness that "our country is China and I am a Chinese." For

U TERHR AL RO IR A S B RS R R AN I p S R e [ 2 Vo P G ) kR4 (1885 4F)
JUARIE B, [eLlk v 5 G- e BOR BIARFE 2 S0 6E] 1067 H,

2 F.0.228-2562 Tibet-1905, No.1 India Office to Foreign Office (1903.2.26), Enclosure in
No. 1, Government of India to Load G. Hamilton (Jan.8.1903).
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Tibetans and Mongols, who share no Chinese language or Han-zi (i) script, the concept of
"China" was completely incomprehensible.

Therefore, the bureaucrats involved in Tibet and Mongolia at the end of the Qing dynasty tried to
create "China" and "Chinese people" by force, and acted violently. Zhang Intang (5RFZ%%), who
arrived in Lhasa as Bise Minister of Tibet (BF/EHI#F K ), based on the social evolution theory
popular at the time, insisted to Lhasa government?;

“In any country in the world, the poor are weak and the rich are strong. You can't control a big gun
by reading Scriptures of Buddhism.”

“Losing in a battle of commerce causes more damage than military defeat.”

“Tibet is under the control of Great Emperor and the sovereignty of China. Tibet cannot negotiate
with other countries.”

“Monks should integrate with the secular world just like Japanese monks do.”

Zhang argued that now is the time for Tibet to abandon outdated Buddhism, learn Chinese characters
and Confucianism, and learn the modern Western spirit translated into Chinese characters by the
Japanese. He asserted that if the political arrangement in Tibet progresses and the construction of
various infrastructures and mining development get on track, it will be possible to make Tibet into "a
major Chinese colony.>"

Lian Yu (H#18), who became the Minister of Tibet, and Zhao Erfeng (#f%), who became the
Minister of Chuan Dian (JI[J& = Sichuan PYJI| and Yunnan Z£Fd), tried to dismantle the society
centered on Buddhism by force. Especially, where Zhao goes the tragedy of destroying of sculpture
of Buddha Scripture (FE{A®¢HR) had occurred. At that time, even in Northern Mongolia, under the
strong power of the Minister of Kulung (J#iffi), Sanduo (=%), a forcible restructuring of Mongolian
society began, and a sharp backlash occurred.

After a series of crises, the 13th Dalai Lama was finally forced to escape to India in 1910.

What the turbulent late Qing history suggests

Thus, the guardians of Tibetan Buddhism turned 180 degrees from Beijing to Britain (and the West).
The course of late Qing history clearly denies the unique politics, society, and culture that Tibet and
Mongolia had previously enjoyed, and promotes sovereignty, and nation-building in the name of
"China," which is completely unfamiliar to Tibet and Mongolia. So it's really no different than
colonialism.

It can be said that the Tibetan and Mongolian people, while suddenly encountering power and
violence in the name of "China," became aware of Tibetan and Mongolian identities in opposition to
modern "China," and sought independence. Mutual cooperation between Tibet and Mongolia, which
strengthened during the chaos after the end of the Qing Dynasty, has world historical significance as
an issue of people's right to resist strong power.

If China wishes to live in harmony and coexistence with Tibet and Mongolia, They must first reflect
on the violence in the name of modernization, sovereignty, Confucianism, and Sinicization since the
end of the Qing, and show a stance of reconciliation.

4 TORFESE 2y PO I AT VE RS - S e = RSP R A S BCRMLEE =) ek =+ =4 (1907 &)
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Tibet and Mongolia s historical, political, and religious ties,

and the Treaty of 1913

Dr. Arya Tsewang Gyalpo

Abstract: Tibet and Mongolia had close historical
and religious ties since the times of Genghis Khan,
who conquered nearly the whole of Asia and Eastern
Europe in the 13th century. Tibetan Lamas and the
descendants of Genghis Khan developed a unique
relationship of "Cho-yon", priest-patron, where the
Mongol's military power protected Tibet from internal
and external attacks and the Tibetan Lamas gave
the Mongol chiefs moral and spiritual legitimacy to
rule. Later, this priest-patron relationship continued
with the Manchu Qing dynasty too. However, at the
turn of the century, both Tibet and Mongolia became
pawns of the Great Game of the Anglo-Russian rivalry
in Asia and the Chinese invasion. Today, we have
an independent Mongolia on one side, and Tibet
and Southern Mongolia on the other under Chinese
occupation. Through systematic suppression of
information and distortion of history, China continues
to claim sovereignty over Tibet and Southern
Mongolia. This paper will examine Tibet - Mongol's
historical, political, and religious ties to challenge the
Chinese false claims and resurrect the 1913 Tibeto-
Mongolian Treaty of Friendship and Alliance, the real

aspiration of the two nations.

Tibet and Mongolia

Tibet and Mongolia existed as independent nations
with unique civilizations, languages, and cultures of
their own. They were once strong military powers
who later adopted the path of peace and non-violence.
What was Tibet in the 7th to 9th century, Mongol was
in the 12th to 14th century.

Early Tibetan Military Power

Tibet was once a military power in central Asia in the
7th to 9th centuries. Emperor Srongtsan Gampo (569-
650 AD), who united the disarrayed Tibetan princely
states, marched the Tibetan army far east into the
Chinese territory and claimed the hand of Princess
Wencheng Kungchu, and the Tang emperor Taitsung
had to acquiesce. To the South, the Tibetan army got

into the Indian border to subdue King Arjuna in Bihar

for suppressing Buddhist religion and for harassing
Chinese goodwill mission. The Tibetan Emperor helped
restore King Narendradeva's reign in Nepal. To the
North, Tibetan army went as far as the Tarim basin
and captured the four garrisons of Anhsi, present-
day East Turkistan. During the time of Emperor
Trisrong Deutsan and Emperor Triralpachen in the
8th and 9th centuries, the Tibetan military power was
at its peak. In 763, Tibetan troops raided the Chinese
capital Changan, present-day Xian, and installed a new
emperor, Ta-she. In 778, Tibetans helped Siamese King
Imoshun in fighting the Chinese aggression in the
region. In 790 Trisrong Deutsan's army recaptured the
four garrisons of Anhsi or Anxi and the area around
a lake in the north of Oxus River, present-day Amu
Darya in Uzbekistan and Tajikistan, which came to
be known as Al-Tubbat, a little Tibetan lake. During
Triralpachen's time in 821, a peace treaty initiated by
the Buddhist monks in Tibet and China was made
and the contents of the treaty was inscribed on three
pillars erected one at the Chinese capital Xian, one at
Tibet-China border Gongumeru, and one in Lhasa, the

capital city of Tibet.

Mongols™ Conquest

Mongols under the leadership of Genghis Khan
rose in power in the 12th century and by the next
century, most of Asia and Eastern Europe came
under Mongolian domination. Mongols established
five Khanates to rule the country and the conquered
territories: Mongol Qipchag Khanate in Russia and
Europe; Ilkhanate in Persia, present-day Iran, Iraq,
Turkey, etc.; Chagatai Khanate in the area around
present-day Afghanistan, Pakistan, Kirghizstan; Ogedei
Khanate in the area around the Mongol homeland; and
the Yuan Empire in present-day China, Burma, and

Korea in the east.

Godan Khan, a grandson of Genghis Khan who
attacked Tibet 1240, later realized that the Mongol
empire is strong but it lacked the deep moral and

spiritual hallow of Tibet. His audience with Sakya
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Pandita Kunga Gyaltsan of Tibet in 1247 at Liangzhou
opened Mongolia to Buddhism. Later, Kublai Khan,
who founded the Yuan dynasty in 1271, further
promoted Buddhism in Mongolia with Sakya Phagpa
of Tibet as his teacher. China's Sung Dynasty came
under the Yuan Dynasty in 1279, which was a
Mongolian dynasty. Therefore, the Chinese claim
on Tibet and Southern Mongolia based on the Yuan
Dynasty's conquest is irrelevant and a gross distortion
of history. If this logic is to work, then Mongols have a

far better reason to claim China and Tibet.

Mongols and Tibetans™ Coexistence

Although the Yuan Dynasty disintegrated gradually,
remnants of the Great Northern Yuan Dynasty and
the divided Mongol Khans played important roles in
Tibet's internal political and religious struggles. When
Tibet was engrossed in internal power struggles for
temporal and religious leadership, the Mongol tribes
under their chieftains sided with the Tibetan factions
of their choice. Prominent Mongol tribes involved in
the Tibetan infighting around the times were: Qoshot
of Oirat Mongols, Dzungar, Chahar, Chogthu, Urluk
of Torgut Mongols, and so on. Khuthugtu Khan, also
known as Lekdan in Tibetan, the last Khan of the
Great Northern Yuan dynasty, was a follower of the
Karmapa school of Tibetan Buddhism. He along with
the Choghtu Mongol tribes tried to suppress the Geluk
school of Tibetan Buddhism. But Toru Bayikhan aka
Gushri Khan, the leader of the Qoshot Mongolian tribe
of the Oirat confederation, intervened and his victory
led to the installation of the Fifth Dalai Lama, Thupten
Gyatso, as the temporal and spiritual leader of the
whole of Tibet in 1642. This was how the Dalai Lamas

began to rule Tibet until the Chinese invasion in 1950.

The Great Game

Russia and British-India looked at Mongolia and
Tibet as important and profitable buffer states,
important to keep the rivals at bay, and profitable
to keep their commercial and trade interest. Chinese
suzerainty concept helped them to keep each other
from occupying the regions and yet maintain their
commercial sphere of influence in the regions. The
Anglo-Tibetan Treaty of 1904 gave the British

considerable rights in Tibet, but China was not
happy about this treaty. To mollify China, the Anglo-
China Convention was signed in 1906, and finally, the
tripartite treaty, the Simla agreement of 1914, and the
validity of this agreement is a still debate requiring
separate papers. Russia signed an agreement with
Mongolia promising to protect its autonomy and non-
interference from China in the region's internal affairs
in November 1912. This was followed by the Sino-
Russian convention in 1913 and ultimately a tripartite
treaty among Russia, China, and Mongolia in June
1915.

Tibet and Mongolia Declare Independence

Having lost the Opium War in 1840 with British India,
the Qing's power began to diminish in China and
Western colonial powers began to exert their influence
in China. Despite the fragile and unstable situation, the
Qing emperor held an aggressive policy toward Tibet

and Mongolia.

Taking advantage of weak and unstable Tibet after
the British invasion in 1904, breaking the historical
sacred priest-patron relationship, the Qing army
invaded Tibet (1906-1910), looted the country, and
brought immense destructions of monasteries and
properties. In October 1911, China's decade long
civil wars and the Xinhai Revolution led by Sun Yat-
sen toppled the Qing Dynasty and China became a
republic. This enabled Tibet to drive out the invading
Manchu force and break all relationships with the
Manchu based on the priest-patron principle. Although
Tibet has been an independent nation since ancient
times, the geopolitics and the needs of international
diplomacy made the 13th Dalai Lama declare Tibetan
independence on February 13, 1913.

Similarly, the Qing's colonial ethnic and cultural
assimilation policy was greatly resisted by the
Mongolians. The 1911 revolution in China and the fall
of the Qing dynasty gave Mongols a good opportunity
to revolt and reject the Qing's authority. Mongolia
declared its independence and installed the 8th Jetsun
Dhampa Khuthugtu as the temporal and spiritual head
of Mongolia on November 30, 1911.
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Sun Yatsen, the first Chinese President of the Republic
of China, who took over the Qing regime rightly said
that historically China has fallen under foreign rule
twice, the first time under the Mongol's Yuan dynasty
and the second time under the Manchu's Qing regime.
He treated Manchu as a foreign power and declared
Chinese republic and invited Mongolia and Tibet, even
Nepal to join the republic. But both Khuthugtu and the
Dalai Lama claimed their independence and rejected

the proposal.

The implication here is that China overthrew the Qing
regime, which was a foreign entity, and the Republic of
China was born. This helped Tibet and Mongolia also
to shake off any influence or authority that the Qing
regime had been claiming over the two regions. Just
as the Manchu Qing regime was a foreign invader for
China, as declared by Sun Yatsen, it too was a foreign
intruder for Tibet and Mongolia. With the collapse
of the Qing regime, China won its independence, and
Mongolia and Tibet too declared their independence in
1912 and 1913, respectively.

Tibeto-Mongol Treaty of 1913

The Tibeto-Mongol Treaty of January 11, 1913, signed
at Urga, present-day Ulan Bator, came as a response
to the indifferent, condescending, and aggressive
attitudes adopted by Russia, British, and China toward
Tibet and Mongolia. The two countries realized that
they were used as pawns in the selfish game of the
three powerful neighbors. They found it odd that
despite their independence since ancient times, why
do they need the endorsement of foreign countries.
So, they recognized each other's independence from
any foreign influence and promised to help each other
against foreign invasion, and bound themselves to

work for the promotion of their faith and values.

Conclusion

Mongols have played a far wider help in the form of
priest-patron relations than the Manchus. Starting
from the sacred intimate relationship between Mongols
and Tibetans from Sakya Pandita and Godan Khan
(1247) to Phagpa and Kublai Khan (1254), the third

Dalai Lama and Altan Khan (1578), the fifth Dalai
Lama and Gushri Khan (1642) and so on, Mongolia and
Tibet enjoyed far deeper relations and Mongol Khans
provided greater service to Tibet in the form of priest-
patron relations. The 4th Dalai Lama, Yonten Gyatso,
was a Mongolian and the Mongol's spiritual heads
both the 8th and 9th Jetsun Dhampa Khuthugtu were
Tibetans. If any military influence and conquest in
the past justify a claim on the sovereignty of another
country, then Mongolia has a much better reason to

assert a claim over Tibet.

Tibet and Mongolia, who were once military powers
realized the horror and destructive nature of war and
embraced the path of Ahimsa, non-violence, as taught
by the Buddha. If the world wants to see a future
without wars, it must follow the path adopted by Tibet
and Mongolia.

China is a great civilization with rich history, culture,
and potential to contribute positively to promoting
peace, arts, and learning. The communist leadership
should respect this great ancient civilization and
refrain from rewriting and distorting the history of
the nation and the occupied territories to legitimize
the doings of the communist regime and suppression
of freedom and democracy. The Chinese communist
regime's irredentist claim on Tibet and Mongolia
based on the vicissitudes of past relationships the two

countries had with the Qing regime is not valid.

Free Tibet and Mongolia are very important to guide
us to explore and further this non-violent path of
governance and peaceful coexistence. War is not a
solution to solve our differences, mutual respect and
dialog are. H.H. the Dalai Lama has on numerous
occasions said that the 20th century was the century
of wars, we must make the 21st century a century of
dialogs. Tibetans and Mongolians were way ahead in
realizing this, but the modern world has kept them
captive and chained. A free Tibet and Mongolia and
H.H. the Dalai Lama’s proposal of the Tibetan Plateau
as a Zone of Peace will greatly contribute to promoting

peace in Asia and the world.
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